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      6406 Courthouse Drive   P.O.Box 452 Prince George, VA  23875 Ph. 863-0212    PGHistory@aol.com  

Calendar of Events

November
  4   Quarterly Meeting: Celebration of the Center’s second anniversary with the opening of its latest exhibit, “Taverns and Ordinaries”; Presentation by Dr. Chris Stevenson on the recently completed Golden Ball Tavern excavation.
11 Veteran’s Day Observance: American Legion Post 120 joins the Center in this community event to honor our veterans: 11:00a.m. on the lawn.
20-21: Archaeology Weekend: Saturday:  a chance to learn about archaeology and actually take part in a dig at an Indian site in the County. 9:00a.m. to 3:00p.m.  

Sunday: Open House at the Archaeology Center, Fort Lee, 1:00.p.m. to 4:00p.m.
26 Thanksgiving Day: Closed.  
December
1 Holiday Gift Shop open under the 
direction of volunteer Rose Frye.
   Tree Lighting with a visit from Santa at the Center, 7:00p.m. 
4Decorations for the Center:  Children and adults needed to create old fashioned decorations for the Center and its upstairs tree, 1:00p.m. to 4:00p.m.
  County Christmas Parade: 3:00p.m. 

Seating will be in front of the Center and the exhibits will be open until 5:00p.m.

5 Opening “Toys of Yesteryear”:   The childhood of many of our residents is re-visited with this special collection of toys, some of them hand-made right here.       

24/25and 31 Closed.

January
1 Closed                                                                                           
5 “Toys of Yesteryear “closing and Holiday Clean-up Day, 9:00a.m. . .  
8   Cemetery Committee Meeting, 10:30a.m.  This group will launch the Center’s program to inventory County cemeteries, record information from them, and make it generally accessible.  If you know of burial places that should be included and/ or if you can offer time to help, please join us to plan and organize.
16: Board Meeting Planning Session: 1:00p.m. Second floor.

31: Sunday Afternoon Movie Time: A replay of Alvarez Kelly, the Hollywood version of the Great Beefsteak Raid. 2:00p.m. Popcorn will be served.
February

15: 7:00p.m .Quarterly Meeting with special presentation by Wisteria Perry of the Mariners Museum in Newport News.  Wisteria’s animated interpretations of black history are exceptional and we are pleased to welcome her  back to P.G.    
26:  Special exhibit and interpretation by Amanda Vtipil, Archeological Curator at Fort Lee: “Free Blacks in Prince George”. The early history of Camp Lee involved a large loss of agricultural land in the County, including that of the Gilliam family. 
March

12 Bus tour of the Great Beefsteak Raid route led by local historian Scott Mauger. Tickets on sale November 15th -a great Christmas gift! $30, including lunch.
From the Courtroom Docket

The Beefsteak Raid Dinner on September 15th was a tremendous success.  It was an evening of fun and great food. The Center is especially grateful for the community outreach of the Disputanta Ruritan Club whose support of this fundraiser for the Center makes it happen.  Tommy Bendall and Dick Haden meet with us throughout the year to plan and the entire Club pitches in to help at the event.
FYI: The Great Beefsteak Raid was one of two major Civil War events  that happened in present-day Prince George.  The raid involved strategic planning and execution that was truly remarkable. With the closing of Flowerdew Hundred, the County lost access to the second commemorative site, Grant’s Crossing.     
In celebrating its second year of operation, the Center has changed a bit. Some exhibitions moved, others modified to give the galleries a fresh look. The newest exhibit to open takes you inside a tavern of the 18th century.  Artifacts recovered from a recent “dig” as well as other regional items, including a mantel from a PG ordinary, are part of the exhibit’s tavern setting. Our third year kickoff was celebrated with standing room only  for the guest speaker and a wonderful wine reception featuring foods prepared  by several of our members, orchestrated by Kathy Montei.   
The Center is about to assume ownership of the Bland Cemetery at Jordan’s Point. This historic PG spot was aided as much as possible in the past by the Frances Bland Randolph Chapter of the DAR as well as the Friends of the Richard Bland Library but was never owned by either of those organizations. We are pleased to get the site “spruced up”, thanks to Dave and Gil Young, and make it accessible to the public. Research indicates there were thirty-eight burials at this old site, near the original Bland home.  
Exhibit Help: Please take a look in your attics, basements, closets for toys: especially vintage and handmade ones for our “Toys of Yesteryear” exhibition. Plans are also progressing for an exhibition in March in observance of Women’s History Month.. Please get your ideas to us.
At the annual meeting in September, the membership year was changed to a calendar basis.  Renewal reminders will be going out shortly.                     
Christmas Gift Ideas
●Hand blown Czech glass globes, in beautiful colors that  commemorate a birth month●Unique quilted purses and children’s crayon rolls by “Ginger” ● Brass ornament featuring the historic 1883 Courthouse● The 300th anniversary book, Prince George County: Where History was Made● Art work and cards by local artists● The Mazza Band CD ● A Cooking Book, featuring old Bohemian recipes by Marie Blaha Pearson ●For Civil War buffs: Bermuda Hundred Campaign tour book or a ticket for the Beefsteak Raid bus tour on March 12th●A gift membership in the Center.
Center Hours:
M-F 10:00a.m to 4:00p.m.                   S-S   1:00p.m. to 4:00p.m.
www.princegeorgevahistoricalsociety.org

